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Introduction to Film

Course Scope & Sequence

	Week
	Dates
	Topics
	Films

	1
	Sept. 1 – 4
	Course Introduction

Basic Film Vocabulary / Types of Shots
	

	2
	Sept. 7 – 11
	Telling the Story: Plots, Sub-Plots, Theme, Crosscutting, Transitions

Mise-en-Scene, Editing

Pacing & Mood
Plot, Characterization, Conflict, Theme
	Clips: Citizen Kane (1941), & Rear Window (1954), Chicago (2002), The Incredibles (2004), Rocky (1976), Up (2009) 
Batman Begins (2005) Director: Christopher Nolan

	3
	Sept. 14– 18
	Plot, Characterization, Conflict, Theme
	The Dark Knight (2008) Director: Christopher Nolan

	4
	Sept. 21 – 25
	Plot, Characterization, Conflict, Theme
	The Dark Knight Rises (2012) Director: Christopher Nolan

	5
	Sept. 28 -- Oct. 2
	Genre: Horror/Suspense
	Frankenstein (1931), Psycho (1960), Alien (1979),  & The Host (2003)

	6
	Oct. 5 – 9
	Assignments: Plot & Conflict Analysis

Shot & Scene Analysis
	Jaws (1975) Director: Steven Spielberg

	7
	Oct. 12 – 16
	Genre: Action
	Clips: James Bond Films (Misc. Years), Die Hard (1988),  & Iron Man (2008)

	8
	Oct. 19 – 23
	Assignments: Character Analysis /

Action Genre Elements

Shot & Scene Analysis
	Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981) Director: Steven Spielberg

	9
	Oct. 26 – 30
	Genres: Crime & Mystery
	Clips: The Godfather (1972), The Untouchables (1987) & Miller’s Crossing (1990)

	10
	Nov. 2 – 6
	Assignments: Cinematography

Shot & Scene Analysis
	The Shawshank Redemption (1994) Director: Frank Darabont

	11
	Nov. 9 – 13
	Mid-Term Shot Analysis Presentation
	

	12
	Nov. 16 – 20
	Genre: Comedy
	Clips: Steamboat Bill, Jr. (1928), City Lights (1931),  Horse Feathers (1932), & Duck Soup (1933)

	13
	Nov. 23 – 25
	Genre: Comedy
	Clips: The Producers (1968), Young Frankenstein (1974), & Airplane! (1980)

	14
	Nov. 30 – Dec. 4
	Assignment: Analysis of Comedic Types and Effects
	Anchorman (2005) Director: Adam McKay

	15
	Dec. 7 – 11
	Genre: Fantasy
	Clips: The Wizard of Oz (1939), Field of Dreams (1989), & The Fellowship of the Ring (2001), The Matrix (1999) & Sherlock Holmes: Game of Shadows (2011)

	16
	Dec. 14 – 18
	Assignments: Analysis of Special Effects

Shot & Scene Analysis
	Kung Fu Hustle (2005) Director: Stephen Chow

	17
	Dec. 21 – 23
	Assignment: Final Shot Analysis Presentation
	

	18
	Jan. 4 – 8
	Final Presentations
	

	19
	Jan. 11 – 15
	Final Presentations
	


